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of this at Dresden, on his journey to Paris from Russia, wrote to complain of the violation of his dramatic rights, and in consequence the play was withdrawn from the boards of the Gaite.
During his stay in Paris in 1848, Balzac sketched out  the  plots of many dramas.    The director of the   Odeoii,  in  despair  at the   emptiness  of his theatre after the political crisis  of June, offered Victor Hugo, Dumas,  and   Balzac *   a  premium of   6,000   francs,   and   a  royalty  on   all  receipts exceeding 4,000 francs, if they would produce a play  for   his  theatre;   and   in   response   to this offer Balzac promised "Richard Sauvage," which he  never wrote.     The  manager  of the Theatre Francais, M. Lockroy, also made overtures to the hitherto despised dramatist; and Balzac thought of providing him with a comedy entitled " Les Petits Bourgeois," but abandoned the idea.    " Is it," he wrote to Hippolyte Rolle, " the day after a battle when   the  bourgeoisie   have   so   generously shed their blood for menaced civilisation; is it at the time when they are in mourning, that they should be represented on the stage ?" t
At this time, however, Balzac had in his portfolio a play quite ready to be acted—one which had several times changed its title, being called by its author successively "Mercadet," "Le Specu-lateur," and "Le Faiseur." It was read and accepted by the Comedie Fran^aise on August 17th,
* e' Honore de Balzac/' by Edmund Eire.
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